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...by observing the law no one will be justified. - Galatians 2:16 c 

The Law of the Land 
Growing up, I never did watch many of the western shows featuring the stars of 

the time such as John Wayne, Clint Eastwood, Henry Fonda, or Gary Cooper.  In fact, I 
had to look up most of those names.  But hearing about these shows, these movies, 
these stars, I picture one thing.  A sheriff who would round up the bad guys and either 
have a shootout with them and the victor being the good guy or running the 
scoundrels out of town on his horse.  These entertaining shows held all in the town to 
a good moral and the law of the land which the sheriff would uphold. 

Well, today we don’t always see such law being upheld.  Many times, things are 
overlooked, swept under the rug, blatantly ignored because it just takes too much time 
to care for all the riffraff that is happening all around us.  The law of the land has 
become lax and lackadaisical. 

But, let me ask you this, what if the law of the land was fulfilled by another?  What 
if instead of standing before the firing squad, or face to face in a showdown at high 
noon, or having to run for your life leaving behind the wealth that you had stolen you 
were told, all the debt you owe has been paid?  You no longer need to pay with your 
life, you no longer need to be separated from this town, all is good, partner. 

This cannot happen in those westerns because the law is always on the hunt, but 
as we read in our verse for today, the law does not bring justification.  The law only 
brings more punishment and more separation.  Now, does that mean, let’s just get rid 
of the law.  We don’t need it anymore, right?  I mean after all, Christ died and defeated 
sin, death, and the devil.  So, the law no longer applies?  Christ himself says in 
Matthew 5:17, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” 

There is a new sheriff in town and His name is Jesus.  He has fulfilled the law and 
said to all of us varmints that we are now partners in his town.  He did this all on Good 
Friday when he jumped in front of the bullet meant for us.  He himself became 
separated from God the Father so we can be reunited.  This is the great Gospel 
message.  Through the Gospel we have justification.  You are saved through Jesus not 
by your fulfillment of the Law, but His.  All of this is what we reflect upon as we 
continue through this Lenten season as we walk with Christ to His cross. 

I look forward to seeing you in church over these next several weeks and 
throughout Holy Week as we begin with our procession of palms and shouts of 
hosanna, to the Cantata following Holy Communion on the day our Lord instituted it, 
to the day when the crowds cried out, Crucify Him!  We close out the week, and the 
month with joyous Alleluias as we see our risen Lord, the one who calls us to be His 
own because of His fulfilling the law so we can live justified through that Great Gospel 
Message! 
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Cherish What God Has Given 

In the Small Catechism, Luther follows a pattern when 

explaining the Ten Commandments.  With each commandment, 

there is something prohibited, and something commanded.  

There is something wrong which must be avoided, and there is 

something right which must be done. 
 

The one time this pattern is not followed is with the Sixth 

Commandment. 
 

“You shall not commit adultery.  What does this mean?  We 

should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and 

decent life in what we say and do, and husband and wife love 

and honor each other” (SC I). 
 

Here, the catechism focuses solely on the positive: we should 

live in a chaste and decent manner in both word and deed, and 

husbands and wives should cherish and honor one another. 
 

Keeping this commandment, and all of the commandments, is a 

lot easier if you see your chastity and your spouse as a gift from 

God that is to be protected and cherished.  In the same way, 

you will find keeping the Fourth Commandment easier if you 

see your parents and other authorities as a gift from God, given 

to you for your blessing. 
 

This is the key stewardship insight that runs through all of the 

Christian life: Everything that we have has been given to us by 

God.  We deserve none of it.  All of it comes to us by God’s 

fatherly kindness and open-handed generosity.  If I know that 

everything I have — every possession, every relationship, every 

ability — is a gift from God, then my perspective changes.  All of 

these things are both gifts to be cherished, and things that I 

should direct towards God’s purposes.  My possessions should 

be shared generously according to how God has called me in my 

family, church and community.  My spouse should be cherished, 

loved and encouraged in faith.  My children are on loan from my 

own Heavenly Father, and I have but a brief time to show them 

the path of righteousness.  My neighbor is a gift from God so 

that I can imitate His kindness toward me. 
 

No matter the gift, everything has been given to me by God so 

that I may participate in His own goodness and open-handed 

generosity. 
 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

Sisters in Christ 
March 31st 

Easter Breakfast 

We are making Breakfast Casseroles for 
our Church Breakfast.  We are asking 
each SIC member to make 2 casseroles 
each.  It is your choice of what kind of 
casserole you make.  Sign up sheet and 
further instructions on the bulletin 
board.  Also  - We need help setting up 
for the breakfast on Saturday, March 
30th at 9:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 12th 

Bunco! 

6:00 PM 

Join us for a fun EVENING 

of fellowship and Bunco. 

Everyone is Invited! 

Please bring an appetizer or dessert to 
share.  Along with a  small Bunco Prize 
(wrapped).  Game starts at 6:00 PM in 
the church basement.  Please sign up on 
the Bulletin Board if you are attending.  
Thank you! 
 

March 18th 

SIC Meeting at Church 

6:30 PM 

We will  be packing the Chemo Bags.  
Thank you to all who have contributed to 
our outreach. 
 

May 20th 

Dinner 

6:00 PM 

Asparagus in Merrillville 

(asparagusrestaurant.com) 
 

June 

Shipshewana Day Trip 

Date to be Determined 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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Why is the cross carried in procession? 
When the processional crucifix is carried through the nave to its place in the 

sanctuary, it leads the way: for the choir, for the attendants, for the clergy, for 
the celebrant, and indeed, for all the people.  Although the people do not 
actually process (except on Palm Sunday and at the Great Vigil of Easter), they 
with heart and mind join the procession, being led by the cross.  This is to 
express with our actions our agreement with the words of the apostle Paul, “I 
determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.” 

Therefore the proper response of faith to the entrance of the cross is to 
turn sideways to face it as it passes one’s pew on its entrance, and to turn 
toward the altar as the procession passes.  It is also proper even to bow the 
head and make the sign of the cross at the moment when the cross passes, as a 
gesture of humility toward the Crucified One.  At the close of the Mass, when 
the cross processes out, it is also fitting to reverence.  (It is not necessary to 
continue facing the cross as it continues all the way to the back of the church, 
however, as this would involve the unseemly turning of one’s back on the Body 
and Blood of Christ.) 

Reverence toward the crucifix is a way of acknowledging Christ’s deep     
humility, saying in effect, if He would so be humble Himself, should not I also    
humble myself. 

 

Why are torches sometimes carried in procession? 
The use of torches (i.e., candles on poles) contributes to the beauty and ceremony of a procession.  Two 

torches are carried side by side in procession behind the processional crucifix  As lights on poles, they call to 
mind the words of Christ concerning light.  IN one place He says, “I am the light of the world,” and in another, 
to His disciples, “You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nord do they 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let 
your light shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  In these 
words, Christ teaches us that the shining of Christian light is in truth the shining of Christ Himself.  When the 
Christian Church believes, teaches, and confesses the Gospel, the light which is Christ Himself shines.  Since in 
the Mass Christ is preached and confessed, therefore it is fitting that candles be employed; and so too, to add 
to the celebration, candles on poles, or torches. 

-Reprinted with permission from Why? A Layman’s Guide to the Liturgy by Burnell F. Eckardt, Jr.  

Repristination Press Malone, Texas 

Don’t forget to direct Choice Dollars® 

Grant funding from Thrivent through its Thrivent Choice® program can help support organizations 

you care about.  Don’t let Choice Dollars expire.  Eligible members who have Choice Dollars avail-

able have until March 31, 2024, to direct any remaining 2023 Choice Dollars. 

Help support Trinity Memorial Lutheran Church. 

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” 

Please call the church office to let us know what group at TMLC you would like to support and 

the amount of your contributions.  Otherwise all donations will go into Thrivent's general fund. 



Plan to join us for fellowship 

and a warm meal in the 

church basement prior to 

mid-week Lent worship.  The 

meals will run from 5:15 p.m. 

until just before mid-week 

worship begins at 7 p.m. 

MARCH 2024 

Wednesday Evenings 
Soup Supper 

5:15 PM 
 

Lenten Services 
7:00 PM 

WHO IS . . . JESUS? 
 March 6 Who is . . . the Bread Giver? 
 March 13 Who is . . . the Prophet? 
 March 20 Who is . . . the Champion? 
 

Maundy Thursday with Cantata 
 

7:00 PM  Holy Communion 
March 28 

The Choir will present the Cantata 
“God So Loved the World” 

 

Good Friday 
 

Tenebrae Vespers 
7:00 PM 

March 29 

H
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1st Grace Cieslak 

 Lylah Kwiatkoski 
 

2nd Greg Deedrick 

 John Heidbreder 
 

7th Jeff Polster 
 

8th Janet Pennock 
 

10th Helen Kison 

 Lilly Jo Sopko 
 

12th Trish Crane 

 Greg Kamplain 
 

14th Dennis Hoernig 
 

15th Phyllis Vargo 
 

16th Pam Borrmann 
 

18th Joe Zimmer 
 

21st Michael Sopko 
 

23rd Sheri Deedrick 
 

25th Lynda Ruble 
 

26th Mike Shultz 
 

28th Kelly Maluchnik 
 

31st Aella Troupos 

Was your birthday missing or have you been married  

for 35 years and not 25. 

If you notice an error in this listing then please contact the church 

at 219-769-5376 to update your church record.  Thank you. 

1st Caiden Guajardo 
 

4th Ellie Jackson 
 

5th Aella Troupos 
 

7th Beth Sanchez 
 

8th Kira Ragan 
 

9th Coraline Trama 
 

11th Zackery Farrar 

 Larry Polster 
 

13th Brenda Gourlay 

 Andy Troupos 
 

38 years for Kent & Becky Schroeder on March 1 

31 years for Bill & Jennifer Harder on March 5 

30 years for David & Kelly Maluchnik on March 14 

35 years for Jim & Michele Wadkins on March 18 

15th Heather Gorman 
 

17th Richard Boshoven 
 

19th Chris Clausing 

 Debbie Gloudeman 
 

22nd Kelly Conway 
 

23rd Barb Schweiger 
 

26th Ross Haller 
 

28th Samantha Zitek 
 

29th Jeff Cieslak 

 Chris Roark 
 

30th Jennifer Cieslak 

Daylight Savings  

Begins on 

March 10, 2024 

Women’s Self Defense Seminar 
 
The Merrillville Police Department will 
host a free women's self-defense 
seminar on Thursday, Mar. 21, at 6 p.m. 
at the Dean and Barbara White 
Community Center, located at 6600 
Broadway. 
 

Local police officers will teach attendants 
crime prevention tips, ways to increase 
someone's awareness of a threat, self-
defense moves and escape tactics. 
 

To attend girls and women aged 14 and 
older must sign up at www.signup.com. 
The class is limited to 50 attendants.  
Girls 18 and under must be accompanied 
by an adult. 
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EASTER SUNDAY – March 31st 

“Sunrise Service” at 6:30 am 

Easter Breakfast at 8:00 am 

“The Resurrection of Our Lord” at 10:00 am 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/125376498802/false#/invitation


Go on a Retreat in April 
 

1. Women’s Retreat at Trinity Lutheran in Crown Point: 
Trinity in Crown Point will be hosting its first annual Women's Retreat: Friday, April 5th 
6pm-8:30pm - Saturday, April 6th 8:30am-4pm! The theme of the retreat will be "Fill 
Your Cup". Cost is $20 and includes snacks on Friday evening, continental breakfast 
and lunch on Saturday, your materials, and other surprises. A registration form can be 
found on a table in the narthex. Return any forms and money to Chris or Cara 
Clausing before March 1st. 
 
2. Men’s Retreat at Camp Lakeview: 
A Martyr’s Death, the Hero’s Life Join other men in fellowship on April 4th-7th at Lake-
view Villages in Seymour, IN as Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller teaches us about what Mar-
tin Luther called the “pattern of the true Christian life.” The martyrs of the early church 
still preach to us with their lives, their lips, and their blood – encouraging us to live a 
life of witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Get away and enjoy God’s creation, eat 
like a king at our hog roast, & join in good-natured brotherly competition. Vis-
it www.mensgathering.us for info and registration. 

 

GO TO CAMP THIS SUMMER 

Registration for Summer 2024 at Camp Lutherhaven is OPEN! 

Check out the summer camp programs 

for kindergarteners through 12th graders, as well as families! 

Join friends, new and old, at Lutherhaven this summer 

and experience God’s message of love as it spreads like “Wildfire!” 

Visit www.lutherhaven.org for more information today! 

2025 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING NEWS 

Here is the planning timeline for ENDURE 

 

MARCH 2024: 

 Listen to the End Goals Podcast Gathering episode released on March 12. 

 Join us for our Gathering Update on Zoom on March 14. 

 Ambassador application closes on March 15. 

 Develop on initial budget for the LCMS Youth Gathering and share with appropriate congregational 

leaders ( pastor,  financial staff, or chairperson, etc.) 

PAGE 5 MARCH 2024 

http://www.mensgathering.us/


Trinity Memorial Lutheran Church 
Easter Flower Order Form 

 

Once again, we will decorate our church with beautiful flowers for Easter. 

All flowers will be provided by Alsip Nursery, known for quality flowers and plants. 

 
 

 
 

Order deadline:  March 12 

Flowers may be taken after Easter service. 

Flower Price Quantity 

6” Easter Lily $15.00   

4” Daffodils $4.00   

6” Azalea $23.00   

Given in memory of: ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Other: _______ ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

  

Name:________________________________________________ 

Total Enclosed $____________________ 
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Trivia Night 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, April 26th 2024 
7:00 pm 

Doors open at 6:00 pm for Table Decorating 
 

Trinity Memorial Lutheran Church 
7950 Marshall Street 
Merrillville, IN 46410 

 

Open to anyone aged 21+ 
$100/table of up to 10 participants 

Individual reservations $15 
 

To sign up call the office at (219) 769-5376 
or visit 

https://tmlctrivia.eventbrite.com 
 

Bring Your Own Food; No Outside Beverages Allowed 
 

Prizes for Winning Table, Best Decade Dress (guy & gal), 
Best Table Decorations 

THROUGH 

DECADES 

the 
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